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1. Introduction 
 
The 2008 year had been a very interesting and exciting year for IFIP.  This brief 
report will endeavor to give a brief overview of some of the most important 
developments, as well as some of the personal activities undertaken by me. 
 
 
2. Membership issues 
 
Several membership issues were resolved during this period, but some are still 
open. The Board will get a full report on the membership status of all members. A 
few interesting cases are mentioned below. 
 
Outstanding documentation of the Gulf Computer Society has now been 
received, and the GCS can now be welcomed as a full member of IFIP. 
 
Russia had also reacted, and after paying its dues, is now again a full member of 
IFIP. 
 
IFIP keeps receiving requests from existing members, mostly in developing 
countries, to downgrade their membership, or even to accept their resignation. 
This matter is worrying, but will hopefully be addressed by the proposals of the 
TF on Membership. 
 
3. Task Forces 
 
The following Task forces are still active, and will report to the Board:  
 

3.1 Task Force on Membership 
 
This TF, with VP Jerry Engel as Chair, has a very wide Terms of 
Reference (TOR) to create a new model for membership to take IFIP into 
its next decade. A provisional report will be submitted to the Board at the 
Delhi meeting, with a final report to GA 2009. 
 
 
3.2  Task Force on Finance 



 
This TF, with new Treasure Chris Avram  as Chair, also has a very wide 
Terms of Reference (TOR) to re-visit the present IFIP financial model, and 
to create a new financial model  to take IFIP into its next decade. A 
provisional report will be submitted to the Board in 2009, with a final report 
to GA 2009. 
 
 
3.3 Task Force on investigating the idea incorporating specific IT 
related practitioners into IFIP 

 
 

The purpose of this TF is to investigate the pros and cons of getting closer 
contact with the certain categories of IT professionals, but initially limited 
to CIOs, CTOs and ERP related practitioners. Councilor Lalit Sawney is 
driving this initiative. 

 
 

3.4 Task Force on investigating the idea of a Foundation within IFIP 
 

The purpose of this TF is to investigate the pros and cons of such an IFIP 
Foundation, and advise the Board about the way forward. The members 
are Leon Strous, Jerry Engel, Dipak Khakhar and Eduard Dundler. 
 

 
3.5 A Reporting System for attendance at IFIP Events – An  

Events Information System (EIS) 
 
 

The purpose of this project is to investigate the viability of such an Events 
Information System,  to provide a Plan of Action on how to develop and 
implement it, and to produce a Proof of Concept system. This initiative is 
driven by Max Bramer. 
 
 

4. International Liaison 
 
An invitation was received to be a Keynote speaker at the EC sponsored 
conference on ‘ICT for a Global Sustainable Future’ which took place in Brussels 
on 22/23 January 2009. My presentation gave an overview of IFIP.  
I had personal discussions with two senior people. 
 

• Mr Hamadoun Toure, Secretary-General of the ITU 
 



He is well aware of IFIP and also very positive about closer cooperation 
with IFIP, specifically in the area of Developing Countries. He has invited 
IFIP to join the ITU as a ‘sector’ member. This will be investigated. 

 
• Mr Antti Petromaki, Deputy DG of the ISM Directorate 

The discussion with him as his Deputy, Mr Blixt, went very well, and IFIP 
has an open invitation to contact them on any project. 
 
 

5. WITFOR 2009 
 
Under the enthusiastic leadership of VP Leon Strous, WITFOR 2009 is very 
much on track.  A WITFOR website, and a logo for WITFOR had been some of 
the specific developments. 
 
 
6. IP3 
 
This status of this project, after the down scaling of the BCS’s involvement, will 
be discussed in detail during the Board meeting. I am still very positive about the 
future of the whole initiative, and do not see the BCS’s step as at all damaging to 
or delaying the project.  
It is also a good opportunity to re-investigate closer cooperation with the CEPIS 
TF on Professionalism, and also the initiatives suggested by the GI of Germany. 
 
 
7. Publications 
 
The DL is now ready for full usage, but a detailed discussion about the future 
financing model of the DL is very necessary at this stage. 
 
A meeting between IFIP and Springer took place on 9 February 2009, and full 
details of the present status will be provided at the Board meeting. 
 
 
8. IFIP legal status 
 
This matter has not been finalized, although progress had been made. It now 
seems that IFIP should formally register in Austria, but some important 
documents are still outstanding. 
 
9. WCC 2010 
 
WCC 2010 is well on track, as will be reported. Thanks also to Klaus Brunnstein 
for working on IFIP’s special contribution to the event. 
 



 
10 Future WCC Conferences 
 
A provisional report on this matter is being drafted, and will be briefly discussed 
at the Board meeting. 
Basie von Solms 
President 
February 2009 
 
 
 
 
 


