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First IFIP Conference on E-commerce,
E-business, and E-government

Three IFIP Technical Committees
(TCs) will be sponsoring the First
IFIP Conference on E-commerce, E-

business, and E-government 3–5 October.  It
will provide a forum for users, engineers, and
scientists in academia, industry, and govern-
ment to present their latest findings in these
applications and the underlying technology
to support the applications.  Areas of par-
ticular interest include but are not limited to:

Pre-sales support, ordering, settlement, de-

livery, and payment
Post-sales services and customer care
Innovative business models and business

process re-engineering
Interorganizational systems, virtual orga-

nizations, and virtual markets
Supply chains, work-flow management,

control, and audit mechanisms
Procurement, bidding, and auctions
Trading of intangible goods
Information and communication platforms,

mobile agents, and unified messaging
Security, privacy, and consumer protection
Smart Cards and biometrics
Information retrieval, data mining, and

semantic web
Legal, social, and cross-cultural issues
Trust and confidence in digital signatures

and certificates
Mobile e-commerce and ubiquitous elec-

tronic markets
Innovative government services for the

citizen
Strategic management of e-commerce, e-

business, and e-government systems

The three sponsoring TCs are TC6 on Com-
munication Systems, TC8 on Information
Systems, and TC11 on Security and Protec-
tion in Information Processing Systems.  The
General Chair of the conference is Prof. Kurt
Bauknecht  (CH), the previous president of
IFIP, and the International Program Commit-
tee chairs are Prof. Beat Schmid  (CH) and
Dr. Volker Tschammer  (DE), supported by
a 43-member committee.

For further information, please send e-mail
to I3E@ifi.unizh.ch or visit the Web site at
http://www.ifi.unizh.ch/I3E-conference/ (capital
I and E must be used).  Registration is done
on the Web at the same site. •
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IFIP Council
Meets in Italy

The IFIP Council met in Capri, Italy,
7–8 March, preceded by three days
of related meetings.  Prof. Arrigo

Frisiani , the representative to IFIP of the Ital-
ian Association for Informatics and Auto-
matic Computation (AICA, the Italian Mem-
ber society [see the article on page 20 of the
March IFIP Newsletter]), said that the host
society had chosen the island as the site of
the meeting and ordered bad weather and
rough seas in order to make it difficult for
Council members to skip the meetings.  For-
tunately for the spouses of Council members,
ferries to the mainland did run, and the
weather was mostly pleasant.

Little controversy was heard during the meet-
ings.  In fact, consensus was so prevalent that
this reporter cannot recall any contested vote
being taken.  The major actions and reports
heard during the meetings were as follows:

Continued on page 5

World Conference
on IT Professionalism

by Dr. Roger Johnson (GB)*

*  IFIP secretary

[At the March IFIP Council in Capri (see the
article on this page), Dr. Roger Johnson
(GB), the IFIP secretary, reported on an ini-
tiative of the Executive Board that has its
origins dating back to 1994, when an activ-
ity was begun on the rationalization of inter-
national standards concerning the qualifica-
tions of professionals in the Information
Technology field.  That activity was termi-
nated last year because of lack of progress.
Dr. Johnson ’s description of the new activ-
ity is printed here.]

I nformation Technology (IT) is a truly
global business.  IT applications can be
specified in one country, written in a sec-

ond, installed in a third, and owned by a com-
pany in a fourth, while transactions can be
initiated via the Internet from anywhere in

Continued on page 5
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World Information Technology Forum

At the March IFIP Council in Capri
(see the article on page 1), Prof.
Dipak Khakhar  (SE), chair of the

Developing Countries Support Committee
(DCSC), presented a proposal for a biennial
conference in developing countries in order
to promote Information Technology (IT) in
such countries.  The proposal states the fol-
lowing:

The aim of the World IT Forum (WITFOR)
is to organise state-of-the-art confer-
ences in emerging nations on global
trends in information technology.  By
organising WITFOR, the IFIP DCSC has
the unique capacity to move its global
IT-equity [equality of access to IT by all
nations and peoples] agenda forward.
WITFOR can:

1. Help put IT equity centrally on the
agendas of different organisations, gov-
ernments, and groups now involved with
the technology.

 2. Work with different groups to ensure
that the issue of IT equity gets put on
the agenda of senior policy makers and
political leaders.

3. Urge international orginisations and
donor agencies to build IT equity more
centrally into their loan and funding
programmes and to put adequate re-
sources behind them.

4. Be more aggressive in using new tech-
nologies explicitly to reduce social ten-
sions and conflicts.

5. Influence scholars, analysts, and re-
searchers to put the issue of IT equity
higher on their research agendas.

6. Make analysts in industrialised na-
tions, as individuals and groups, listen
to and learn from colleagues around the
world about the latter�s unique concerns
over access to technology.

Starting in August 2003, WITFOR should
be organised every other year in coop-
eration with IFIP Members and local
governments in developing countries.  It
should be rotated to different parts of
the world.  IFIP should hold its General
Assembly immediately after WITFORs.

The DCSC and Executive Board will study
and refine this ambitious proposal.  •

IFIP COUNCIL
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IFIP Digital Library Project

At the March IFIP Council meeting
in Capri (see the article on page 1),
Prof. Klaus Brunnstein  (DE), a

vice-president, presented an interim report
on behalf of a three-person committee
charged with investigating the feasibility of
an IFIP Digital Library (DL), which would
make available in electronic form various
material.  Possible alternatives are discussed
below.

The IFIP DL project was initiated by the
Executive Board (EB) following the 2000
General Assembly, at which the written re-
port of the Publications Committee men-
tioned the topic and proposed that the EB
take it up.  Previously, during the March 2000
Council in Washington, DC, representatives
of the ACM and the IEEE–CS had presented
their embodiments of the DL concept to the
attendees.

The mission of the present project is to in-
vestigate how IFIP should make “digital ma-
terial” for which IFIP holds the copyright
available to IFIP working bodies and Mem-
ber societies for on-line access, and to sug-
gest means of storing and providing access
to such material.

What Material to Include

IFIP creates numerous technically and sci-
entifically valuable works, which are at
present essentially in printed form or on CD-
ROMs.  These include proceedings of con-
gresses, conferences, and symposia as well
as journals, newsletters, etc.  These works
have been published by various publishers,
including North-Holland, Elsevier, Springer–

Continued on page 4
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IFIP Congresses Past and Future

IFIP Congresses received a great deal of attention at the March Council in Capri (see the article about the Council on page 1).  In addition,
several IFIP Member societies have expressed interest in hosting future Congresses.  (The site for Congress 2006 will be chosen by the
2002 General Assembly.)  Here is the latest information about the Congresses.

Congress 2004 in Jerusalem
The 18th Congress will be held 5–10 Sep-
tember 2004 in Jerusalem.  Because of the
present turmoil in the Middle East, the IFIP
Technical Assembly discussed whether there
was concern among members of the Techni-
cal Committees (TCs) about the possible
physical danger in holding Congress 2004
in Jerusalem.  The consensus was that this
was not a significant issue.  In fact, TC1 on
Foundations of Computer Science  is pleased
that the Congress will be in Israel because
of the very active theoretical-computer-sci-
ence community in Israel.  (An entirely dif-
ferent concern of several TC chairs was that
sponsoring a stream of an IFIP Congress ev-
ery two years is too demanding upon the TCs
involved.)

Mr. Moshe Gottlieb (IL), chair of the Con-
gress Organizing Committee, said that by
September 2004, it is expected that the
present unrest will have ended.  At any rate,
the professional congress organizer planning
the Congress can relocate it within Israel if
need be.

Mr. Gottlieb  also reported the following
matters:

•  The Congress dates had been changed to
5-10 September (including a day for tutori-
als).

•  Sessions of benefit to start-up companies
will be held.

•  There will be tours to high-technology
companies.

Prof. Robert Aiken  (US), IFIP president-
elect, announced the appointment of Prof.
Klaus Brunnstein (DE), a vice-president,
as chair of the International Program Com-
mittee. •

Congress 2000 in Beijing
Mr.  Zhou Mengqi  (CN), vice-chair of the
Organizing Committee (OC) of Congress
2000, reported to Council that China had
benefited from having the Congress and that
everyone was pleased, in general.  He
thanked all those who had helped the OC to
make the Congress a success and apologized
for any possible shortcomings, noting that
this was the first time that the Chinese Insti-
tute of Electronics had organized such a large
congress.

He reported the attendance statistics (see the
table on page 6 of the March IFIP Newslet-
ter), including the large number of students
who had attended (346) and the number of
countries from which the delegates had come
(72).

The financial report showed total expendi-
tures of $599 000 US ($599K), including
$54K in donations used to reduce the regis-
tration fee for Chinese delegates, and a slim
surplus of $7K.  The OC had paid IFIP the
agreed fee of $65K just two months after the
Congress.  IFIP had provided support to 43
participants from 16 developing countries.

With great humor, Mr. Plamen Nedkov , IFIP
Executive Director, declared Mr. Zhou  an
Honorary Member of the Secretariat, be-
cause of the intensive interaction he, the main
contact person between the OC and the Sec-
retariat, had with IFIP. •

President Bollerslev congratulates Mr. Zhou on a job
well done.

Congress 2002 in Montreal
The next Congress, the 17th World Com-
puter Congress, will take place 25–30 Au-
gust 2002 in Montreal.  Mr. Jan Wibe  (NO),
chair of the International Program Commit-
tee (IPC), and Mr. George Boynton  (CA),
chair of the Organizing Committee, made
several announcements:

•  Some 1200–1400 delegates are expected.
(Congress 2000 in Beijing attracted 1567
delegates, 57% of whom were from China.)

•  The Congress is subtitled Information
Technology for Our Times: Ideas, Research
and Application in an Inclusive World.

•  Nine of the twelve IFIP Technical Com-
mittees will be involved in organizing the
nine streams of the Congress.

•  There will be one plenary keynote session
each day of the Congress.

•  Mr. Gordon Davies  (GB) has been ap-
pointed editor of the Congress proceedings.
He said that the proceedings will be pub-
lished in several volumes (divided accord-
ing to the streams) by Kluwer Academic
Publishers, the principal IFIP publisher.  As
was the case for the Congresses in Beijing
and in Vienna and Budapest, each delegate
will receive the printed volume containing
the papers in the stream for which she or he
has registered, as well as a CD-ROM con-
taining all the papers from the Congress.
There was some discussion about possibly
publishing a book with the edited best pa-
pers of the Congress.  Issues raised were how
to select such papers and whether there
would be a market for such a book.  A re-
quest was made to Mr. Davies  that the pro-
ceedings be made available on line in ad-
vance of the Congress, for access by all reg-

Continued on the following page

National Abbreviations Used in Newsletter

AR Argentina
AT Austria
AU Australia
BE Belgium
BG Bulgaria
BR Brazil
CA Canada
CH Switzerland
CN China
CZ The Czech Republic
DE Germany

DK Denmark
FI Finland
FR France
GB United Kingdom
GR Greece
HU Hungary
IE Ireland
IL Israel
IR Iran
IT Italy
JP Japan

KR South Korea
NL The Netherlands
NO Norway
PL Poland
PT Portugal
SE Sweden
SK Slovakia
TH Thailand
US USA
ZA South Africa
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istrants, as it was for IFIP Congress ’98.

•  There will be a youth program across the
streams.  The group planning this program
is open for proposals.  Please contact the
chair, Dr. Jane Prey (US), at

jcp8@cs.virginia.edu.

•  A Pioneer Day will be organized by Prof.
John Impagliazzo  (US), at

john.impagliazzo@hofstra.edu.

•  The IFIP Technical Assembly requested
that the deadline for the submission of pa-
pers be moved forward; however, the IPC
has maintained the original deadline of 3 De-
cember 2001.

•  Tutorials and workshops will precede and
follow the regular Congress program.  Pro-
posals for these activities should be submit-
ted to  Prof. Weichang Du  (CA) at

wdu@unb.ca by 15 October.

The nine streams and their chairs are as fol-
lows:

IT Foundations in the Era of Network and Mobile Com-

CONGRESS 2002 cont. from prior page

Regional Meeting of Leaders of
IFIP Member Societies Held in Slovenia

The following press release was issued
by IFIP 18 April in Portoroz, Slovenia:

The IFIP president, Mr. Peter Boller-
slev (DK), addressed the participants
of the Annual Conference of IFIP�s
Slovenian Member society and talked
about IFIP�s activities, priorities and
challenges.  The Minister of the newly
established Slovenian Ministry of Infor-
mation Society, among the dignitaries
present, described the role of the Min-
istry as having to �bulldoze� the path
of the information society in Slovenia.

Greetings were delivered by represen-
tatives of IFIP Member societies from
neighboring countries who earlier that
day held a regional meeting in Portoroz
to consider more intense contacts and
cooperation.  The Regional meeting,
jointly chaired by the IFIP Executive
Director, Mr. Plamen Nedkov, and the
President of the Slovenian Society
�Informatika,� adopted the following
statement:

MEETING OF REPRESENTATIVES OF
THE COMPUTER SOCIETIES OF
AUSTRIA, HUNGARY, ITALY AND

SLOVENIA

Leaders of the computer societies of
Austria, Hungary, Italy and Slovenia
met today in Portoroz, Slovenia, to in-
form each other of their national IT pri-

orities, activities and initiatives and to
explore areas of common interest for
future regional and international coop-
eration.  The participating societies rec-
ognize IFIP�s authority and potential to
initiate important international activities
and are grateful to IFIP for providing
its auspices to the meeting and for its
willingness to continue supporting the
efforts of its Members in establishing
closer regional links.  The participants
agreed to establish an IT STAnding Re-
gional (IT STAR) committee to foster co-
operation of the participating societies.
Its function would be to assess the cur-
rent contacts and to assist and monitor
the development of bilateral and regional
programs for scientific and technical co-
operation.  IT STAR membership shall
consist of one representative of each
participating society and IFIP.  It will
remain open for other societies from the
region.

SIGNED�

For OCG, Austria: V. Risak, Past Presi-
dent

For NJSZT, Hungary: B. Domolki, Hon-
orary President

For AICA, Italy: G. Occhini, Board Mem-
ber

For SSI, Slovenia: N. Schlamberger,
President  �

Prof. Tom Kilburn (1921–2001)

We regret to announce the death, on
17 January, of Prof. Tom Kilburn , a
co-inventor of the first stored-pro-
gram electronic digital computer at
the University of Manchester in 1948.
Those who attended the March 1998
IFIP Council in Manchester may re-
call meeting him at the welcoming
dinner.

Prof. Kilburn  led the work on design-
ing and building a Small Scale Ex-
perimental Machine, “The Baby,”
which tested the ability of the Will-
iams tube, a cathode ray tube device,
to read and write binary information.
For the first time, a computer was
built that could hold a user program
in electronic storage and process it at
electronic speeds.  Prof. Kilburn
wrote the first program for it, which
was first executed 21 June 1948.

Verlag, Chapman & Hall, and the current
principal IFIP publisher, Kluwer Academic
Publishers.  In addition, material produced
by IFIP working bodies but not published by
formal printing (e.g., in workshops) could
be included in an IFIP DL.

Material printed recently is usually available
in some digital form, although formatted in
a variety of ways, whereas older material
must be converted (e.g., by scanning) into
digital form before storage in a DL.  Con-
version costs for the older material may be
significant, if not prohibitive.  Even conver-
sion of the newer material is not trivial (equa-
tions and graphics pose special problems).
It was suggested at the Council meeting that
editors of IFIP publications now save the
electronic versions of the publications until
an IFIP DL is established, since publishers
often discard the digital version after the
work has been printed.

Consideration is also being given to making
material other than IFIP material accessible
via the IFIP DL.  For example, technical ma-
terial created by Member societies, includ-
ing Affiliate Members, might be placed in
the DL, or access to Members’ DLs could
be accessible via the IFIP DL.

IFIP workers (e.g., members of Working
Groups and Technical Committees) would

DIGITAL LIBRARY cont. from page 2

puting; chair: Nicola Santoro (CA),
   santoro@scs.carleton.ca

Software Architecture; chair: Christine Hofmeister
(US), crh@eecs.lehigh.edu

TelE-Learning; chair: Raymond Morel (CH),
morel@uni2a.unige.ch

Communication Systems: The State of the Art; chair:
Lyman Chapin (US),  lyman@bbn.com

Information Systems: The e-Business Challenge; chair:
Roland Traunmüller (AT), traunm@ifs.uni-linz.ac.at

Human Choice and Computers: Issues of Choice and
Quality of Life in the Information Society; chair: Klaus
Brunnstein (DE),
  brunnstein@informatik.uni-hamburg.de

Distributed and Parallel Embedded Systems; chair:
Bernd Kleinjohann (DE),  bernd@c-lab.de

Intelligent Information Processing; chair: Bernd
Neumann (DE), neumann@informatik.uni-hamburg.de

Usability: Gaining a Competitive Edge; chair: Judy

Hammond (AU),  judy@it.uts.edu.au

Full information about the Congress, includ-
ing instructions for submitting papers, a
video, and the Call for Papers in pdf format,
can be found on the Web at

www.wcc2002.org.
Questions and suggestions should be sent by
e-mail to contact-wcc2002@cips.ca.  •
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for Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment) and UNESCO.  It is proposed that the
focus be clearly on the IT profession, and
IFIP hopes that IT practitioners will be well
represented, as well as educators and com-
puter-society officers and staffs.  [It was
originally proposed, at the March Council,
to hold regional conferences in the Ameri-
cas, Europe, and Southeast Asia in 2001, be-
fore the world conference. — Editor]

There is a great deal of excellent work being
carried out around the world on raising and
maintaining professional standards in IT.
However, much of this work is unknown
outside its host society.  The purpose of this
conference is to develop a shared understand-
ing of the issues and to provide the experi-
ence of  addressing them and opportunities
to work together in the future to address one
of the key issues of our time.

IFIP intends to publish the results of the con-
ference in order to promote better under-
standing of the issues. Furthermore, IFIP is
keen to initiate programmes of work, in part-
nership with regional and national bodies,
that address the joint challenges of meeting
the IT skills needs and raising global IT stan-
dards of professionalism.

The conference is planned for June 2002.
The British Computer Society has offered to
act as the local host. •

have access to the DL.  Beyond that, the DL
could be made available to members of
Member societies, or even anyone at all who
wishes access.  There would be a charge for
access to the DL, and many possibilities ex-
ist regarding the fees or subscription charges.

Implementation of the DL

There are three possibilities for implement-
ing the DL:

•  in-house — created by IFIP volunteers and
maintained either by volunteers or the Sec-
retariat

•  implemented as part of a Member society’s
existing DL or the DL of another entity, such
as a publisher or university

•  outsourcing — by hiring an outside orga-
nization to implement it.

Prof. J.A.N. Lee  (US/IEEE) spoke at the
Council meeting about various DL activities
in the US that might be relevant to the project.
The IEEE–CS has agreements with other
societies, which permit their members to ac-
cess the IEEE–CS DL.  Soon, ACM will have
all its publications available through its DL,
which was first proposed in the late 1980s.
Early prototyping started in 1991 at the Vir-
ginia Polytechnic Institute and State Univer-
sity.  ACM converted its publications pro-
duction system to feed directly into the DL,
and then undertook the expensive endeavor
of digitizing all old publications.  On a much
grander scale is the US National SMETE
(science, mathematics, engineering, and tech-
nology education) DL (NSDL), launched by
the US National Science Foundation. Fo-
cused on education, this effort also acts as a
portal to other SMET content and will in-
clude dozens of specialized portals to areas
such as computing and information technol-
ogy.  In support of NSDL, Virginia Tech has
offered access for noncommercial use to fa-
cilities, including a 2.5 terabyte parallel
system. (2.5×1012 bytes).  Prof. Lee  also
pointed out that the IEEE–CS DL offers free
access to material over five years old, and
the ACM may eventually do similarly.

Economic Aspects

In order to support this activity, IFIP must
receive income from the DL users.  Many
questions must be answered in this regard,
including the effect it would have on the sale
of IFIP books.  The DL would affect both
the income of the IFIP publishers and the roy-
alties received by IFIP.  Perhaps IFIP should
absorb some of the cost, as a service to the
scientific community.

The Council agreed “…that this project be
continued, with the mission to prepare ma-
terial which supports a decision by the IFIP
General Assembly in August about the IFIP
DL.” •

the world.  The IT applications on which
modern society depends are highly reliable,
but the uncertainty with regard to the Y2K
issue suggests that there are underlying un-
certainties.  Are the achievements because
of or in spite of the IT professionals?  How
can we ensure that IT professionals adhere
to the standards expected of older profes-
sions?  How can we ensure that the world’s
needs for IT skills are met?

IT professionals have a unique ability to raise
the standard of life for all our citizens. How-
ever, such gains can be assured only when
the applications are designed, built, main-
tained and operated by IT professionals com-
mitted to the same high standards of skill and
behaviour that our citizens have come to as-
sociate with the older professions.

IFIP, in common with many of the world’s
computer societies, has the objective of dis-
seminating good practice amongst profes-
sionals to help deliver high-quality IT sys-
tems.  With the radical changes being brought
about by the Internet, it seems appropriate
to examine a range of key issues relating to
IT professionals, the IT industry and com-
puter societies:

What are the key steps in a career in IT?

What education and training are needed?

How do we ensure there are sufficient
trained personnel?

How should professional behaviour be
regulated?

What is the role of the national computer
society or international federation?

Many national societies around the world are
already addressing these issues.  However,
the international nature of IT means that,
while national answers are valuable, longer-
term progress can be made only by interna-
tional cooperation.  Consequently, IFIP is
inviting Member societies and regional
groupings around the world to participate in
a world conference on IT professionalism.
In addition, IFIP will be seeking participa-
tion and support from international
organisations such as OECD (Organisation

IT PROFESSIONALISM CONFERENCE
continued from page 1

COUNCIL continued from page 1

Continued on following page

• Details of IFIP Congresses 2000, 2002, and
2004 were discussed at great length, in-
cluding the appointment of Prof. Klaus
Brunnstein  (DE) as chair of the Interna-
tional Program Committee for IFIP Con-
gress 2004 (in Jerusalem).  See the article
on page 3.

• Initial thoughts on an IFIP “digital library”
were aired by a task force organized last
September.   See page 2.

• The Executive Board reported on plans for
conferences on professionalism among In-
formation Technology practitioners.  See
page 1.

• A World Information Technology Forum
was proposed — a global conference to
be held every other year in a developing
country.  See page 2.

• The reports of the treasurer and Finance
Committee indicated a very healthy finan-
cial state of the Federation.

• Mr. Plamen Nedkov , the IFIP–UNESCO
Liaison Officer, described increased coop-
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COUNCIL continued from preceding page

eration between the two organizations.
This was reported in articles on pages 1
and 15 of the March Newsletter.

• A meeting, held under the auspices of IFIP,
of representatives of the computer societ-
ies of Austria, Hungary Italy, and Slovenia
was reported.  See page 4.

The Council was welcomed to Capri by Prof.
Frisiani  on behalf of the president of the
AICA, Prof. Bruno Fadini .  Mr. Peter
Bollerslev  (DK), IFIP president, thanked the
hosts for the invitation to Capri and pointed
out that the first IFIP Council had met in
Rome in 1960.

Technical Activities

In 2000, 78 IFIP events were held, with IFIP
the full or main sponsor of 2/3 of them.  If
one counts IFIP Congress 2000 as a single
event, one finds the total number of events
greater than the number for 1999 but signifi-
cantly smaller than the number for 1998.  The
total number of participants in IFIP events is
stable.

Little activity was reported by the Commit-
tee for Cooperation with Industry since the
August 2000 General Assembly, despite an
Executive Board meeting having been held
in Tokyo to move this endeavor forward.  Its
Task Force on Entertainment Computing (see
the article on page 15 of the March Newslet-
ter) had nothing to report because of the dif-
ficulty in finding a chair.

Significant items reported by the Technical
Committees (TCs) included the following:

•  Prof. Giorgio Ausiello  (IT) reported for
TC1 on Foundations of Computer Science
that its newer Working Groups are very vig-
orous.  The main problem of the TC is find-
ing areas to work in that are not already cov-
ered by other bodies or TC2.

• TC2 on Software: Theory and Practice has
established an annual award for young re-
searchers.  Named after the third chair of
TC2, who is still the German representative,
the Manfred Paul  Award will carry an hono-
rarium of 1024 (210) euros and be granted
for excellence in software, based on
publication(s) during the preceding two
years.

• There had been problems in organizing the
TC3 (Education) World Conference on Com-
puters in Education, to be held 29 July – 3
August in Copenhagen.  The Danish Mem-
ber society of IFIP that had original proposed

to organize the event withdrew its offer.  Of
the 323 papers submitted, hardly any came
from the other Nordic countries.  Many came
from Australia, Japan, and Brazil.  At the
time of the Council meeting, however, the
conference was in good shape.

•  Prof. Augusto Casaca  (PT) reported for
TC6 on Communication Systems that its re-
cent election of a new chair was done elec-
tronically.  (A paper on the topic of electronic
voting commissioned by the Executive
Board will be presented to the GA in Au-
gust.)

• Prof. Bernard Glasson  (AU), chair of
TC8 on Information Systems, reported that
the TC is facing stiff competition from other
associations.  The IS field is flourishing out-
side of IFIP, and several organizations are
drawing workers in the field away from the
IFIP activities.  It is difficult to attract par-
ticipants to IFIP events.  Of the seven TC8
Working Groups (WGs), two are strong,
three are marginal, and two are weak.  This
is not a crisis situation, and solutions are
being studied.

•  TC9 on Relationship between Computers
and Society celebrated its 25th anniversary
in May 2001.  The TC produced three books
in 2000.  The TC chair, Prof. Jacques
Berleur (BE), has been invited by UNESCO
for an experts’ meeting to be held in the
framework of the World Commission on the
Ethics of Scientific Knowledge and Technol-
ogy (COMEST), where a subcommittee has
been created on the Ethics of the Informa-
tion Society.

•  Mr. Nedkov  pointed out that TC12 on Ar-
tificial Intelligence held an event in India that
demonstrated the good work being done by
the TC.

•  The 35% acceptance rate for the papers
submitted to the TC13 (Human–Computer
Interaction) INTERACT 2001 conference re-
flects a rigorous review process and a large
number of submissions.

Publications

Mr.  Prins Ralston  (AU), chair of the Publi-
cations Committee, reported that the year-
2000 sales figures for IFIP books produced
by Kluwer Academic Publishers, the princi-
pal IFIP publisher, were improvements over
the numbers for 1999.  Revenues were up
11%, royalties to IFIP were up 9%, and the
number of books sold (7215) was up 14%.
Twenty-three volumes were published in
2000 (24 were anticipated when publications
were reported at the General Assembly in
August, and 24 were printed in 1999).

Twenty-five are expected in 2001 (not the
30 that had been hoped for last August).   Mr.
Ralston  expressed satisfaction with the job
done by Kluwer and said that the contract
with Kluwer is good for IFIP.  He also re-
ported that the results were still inconclusive
in the ongoing experiment on setting the price
of an IFIP volume especially low to deter-
mine whether this would have a significant
impact on sales

When reporting to the Council, Mrs. Yana
Lambert , Kluwer’s representative, indicated
that she doesn’t expect any increases in the
price schedule for IFIP books in the near fu-
ture.  She also pointed out that Kluwer has
yet to refuse to publish a volume that the
publisher considers unlikely to be profitable,
although the contract with IFIP permits it to
do so.  When the discussion of marketing
IFIP books arose, she listed all the ways Klu-
wer markets IFIP books, including quarterly
mailings to 7000 libraries around the world
and brochures targeted to specialists.  The
bulk of  IFIP sales are in Europe.

Mrs. Lambert called the attention of Coun-
cil to the fact that a small number of the
manuscripts submitted to the publisher look
bad.  Some papers are not edited and some
are not in the standard format.  When Mrs.
Lambert  noted that the fewest problems were
experienced for the proceedings of TC8 on
Information Systems, the TC chair said that
TC8 pays professionals to do formatting.

Books not published by Kluwer because their
TCs or organizers decided not to do so were
discussed at the Council.  At least eight such
books were published in 2000 (over 25% of
the volumes published).  One reason for such
decisions is that the price of Kluwer books
is considered by some to be high.  When or-
ganizations cooperating with IFIP in spon-
soring an event can print the proceedings for
far less than the Kluwer price, IFIP organiz-
ers occasionally decide to have the cooper-
ating organizations print the proceedings
(without the benefits of having a true pub-
lisher handle them).

Some organizers choose, in violation of the
IFIP rules, to use other publishers.  Springer–
Verlag is the primary publisher of such non-
Kluwer books. IFIP does receive some roy-
alty payments from Springer.  TC6 leads in
sales totals of Kluwer books despite the fact
that some of its books are published by
Springer.  TC chairs asked that efforts be
made to publicize non-Kluwer books.  It was
not clear whether the publishers of these
books make adequate efforts to publicize
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them.  TC chairs were requested to inform
the IFIP Secretariat and the IFIP Newsletter
editor when non-Kluwer IFIP books are pub-
lished, in order that they be posted on the
Web site and printed in the Newsletter (see
the listing on page 8) and in order that e-
mail notices about the books may be sent to
Member societies.

Mrs. Lambert  reported that the Kluwer-
owned TC3 journal, Education and Infor-
mation Technologies, has yet to meet its sales
potential.  At the current subscription level,
it would hardly be worthwhile for Kluwer to
continue to publish it.  Mrs. Lambert  urged
greater IFIP support with regard to subscrip-
tions.

Finances

The IFIP financial situation is stable and sat-
isfactory according to our treasurer, Prof.
Dipak Khakhar  (SE), and Finance Commit-
tee chair, Mr. José Granado  (PT).  The sur-
plus for 2000 was 133K EUR (133 000 eu-
ros), resulting in total assets of 2059K EUR
at the end of last year.  The surplus was sig-
nificantly lower than the 1999 surplus, ow-
ing to excellent investment results in that
year, but only moderately lower than sur-
pluses of prior years.  Expenses were higher
and income lower.  In 2000, the return on
assets was actually a loss of 33K EUR.  In-
come from royalties was up 17%.  Proceeds
from activities were up dramatically because
of the income from IFIP Congress 2000.
Event organizers are paying the amount they
owe IFIP.  The total income from dues is not
acceptable because of the failure of some
Members to pay; however, the dues payments
from the two US Member societies help
ameliorate the situation.  Advance payment
of dues added 53K EUR to the 2000 account
but will have a negative effect on future ac-
counts.  Although improvement is being
made in minimizing the amount of IFIP
money in non-interest-bearing accounts or
low-income accounts, 20–30K EUR is still
lost annually because of failure to minimize
the amount of cash in such accounts.

The 2001 budget includes a surplus of 47K
EUR.  Income significantly lower than for
2000 is expected for royalties and proceeds
from activities, while income from invest-
ments is expected to be positive (ca. 5%).

Other financial matters include the follow-
ing:

•  Mr. Granado encouraged TCs to view the
income into their funds from royalties and
event proceeds as money that should be in-

vested in new special activities.

•  It was thought when the position of Event
Facilitator was created that the individual
would be helpful in marketing IFIP activi-
ties.  This has not proved to be so.  Ms. Dor-
othy Hayden , who fills that position, is very
busy.  The cost to hire an additional person
to work half time in the Secretariat for mar-
keting would be approximately 30K EUR per
year.

•  The 2000 income to IFIP generated by TCs
was 255K EUR; the income from Member
dues was 172K EUR.

Membership

Thirty-eight of the 44 Full Members of IFIP
have full voting rights.  The number of vot-
ing Members is steadily dwindling.  The
voting rights of Brazil, Greece, and Syria
have been suspended since the beginning of
the year because of back dues owed; the
rights of  Armenia were suspended the pre-
vious year.  The Memberships of  Albania
and Russia would have terminated at the end
of 1999 because of back debt; however
President Bollerslev  proposed to the 1999
GA “…a ‘freeze’ of their memberships until
they pay back their accumulated debt. This
will allow them to resume IFIP activities in
the future without the turbulence of reapply-
ing.”  The GA approved.  In 1999, Presi-
dent Bollerslev  said that Albania and Rus-
sia were searching for ways to pay their out-
standing dues.  No progress was reported to
Council.  The Executive Board has compiled
a list of  potential new Members.

Administrative Activities

Mr. Nedkov , in his role of IFIP Executive
Director, reported on the Secretariat, point-
ing out how much two full-time employees
and one halftime employee were able to ac-
complish.  He did state, however, that there
are limits to how much the Secretariat can
do.  As usual, the Secretariat was compli-
mented on the high quality of its work.  At
this meeting, special attention was called to
the excellent IFIP presence on the Web.  On
a light note, Mr. Nedkov described how
popular the monthly jokes sent by the Sec-
retariat via e-mail to GA representatives and
others have become.  He mentioned one GA
representative’s secretary, who receives his
e-mail and rushes immediately to him to have
the joke translated from English to their na-
tive language.

IFIP has three awards to its volunteers: the
Isaac Auerbach Award (of which four have
been given so far), the Silver Core Award

(381 so far), and the Outstanding Service
Award (71 so far).  So many of the Silver
Cores have been granted that its prestige has
diminished.  A variety of suggestions were
made, including the establishment of Gold
Core and Platinum Core Awards.  The Mar-
keting Committee was assigned the respon-
sibility of recommending to the September
General Assembly whether any changes
should be made to the IFIP award structure.

Miscellaneous

The Brazilian representative, Prof. Ricardo
Reis , informed the Council that the 2001
GA, which will be held in Natal, Brazil,
hosted by the Brazilian Computer Society,
will be preceded by a Brazilian conference,
after which a three-day IFIP IT Conference
will be organized from 30 August to 1 Sep-
tember.  One day will comprise presentations
from all TCs about the state of the art in their
fields.  Prof. Reis  requested that 15-page
reports be prepared by all TCs for distribu-
tion during the conference.  A book contain-
ing these reports might be published later.
On another day of the conference, the GA
representatives are requested to prepare pa-
pers and give talks about the information
society in their countries.

Prof. Armando  Haeberer (AR), the new
chair of TC2, had been invited to present a
summary of the state of the TC, which is the
oldest of the IFIP TCs, to the Technical As-
sembly.  He noted the fierce independence
of the Working Groups and how they jeal-
ously guard their freedom from their parent
TC.

When noses were counted, it was determined
that this was not a well attended Council.  Al-
though the entire Executive Board was
present, three of the eight trustees and four
of the twelve Technical Committee members
were absent.  Attendance at the Technical
Assembly (TA) was sparse: only five of the
eight Executive Board members and seven
of the twelve TC chairs were present (three
and five, respectively toward the end).

The hospitality provided by the AICA was
greatly appreciated.  It included a cocktail
party, preceded by Italian music performed
by an excellent duo comprising a contralto
and a guitarist, and a festive dinner party.
Council’s gratitude for excellent organiza-
tion and cordial attention was expressed by
Mr. Bollerslev  as he adjourned the Council
on the final day.   •
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Calls for Papers

Intl.Confs.on Info-tech & Info-net — ICII2001
29 October – 1 November, Beijing, China
papers due: 31 July 2001
contact: Prof. Yi X. Zhong

University of Posts & Telecom (BUPT)
Beijing 100876, China
tel: (8610) 62282023
fax: (8610) 62285008
e-mail: yxzhong@ieee.org
http://www.bupt.edu.cn/~icii

IFIP WG9.4 Conf. on ICTs and Development: New
Opportunities, Perspectives & Challenges

29–31 May 2002, Bangalore, India
papers due: 31 August 2001
contact: http://is.lse.ac.uk/ifipwg94/Confer-

ence2002/first_call.htm

Fourteenth IFIP TC6/WG6.1 Intl. Conf. on Testing of
Communicating Systems — TestCom

19–22 March, 2002, Berlin, Germany
papers due 8 September 2001
contact: http://www.fokus.gmd.de/events/

testcom2002

IFIP Congress 2002, the seventeenth World Com-
puter Congress

25–30 Aug 2002, Montreal, Canada
papers due 3 Dec 2001
contact: Mr. Jan Wibe

e-mail: jan.wibe@seu.allforsk.ntnu.no

Will event organizers please send calls for papers to
both the IFIP  Secretariat and the   Newsletter editor.
Note that calls cannot be listed in this column until the

events have been approved by IFIP . •

FUTURE IFIP MEETINGS

GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND COUNCIL (and related meetings)

GA 2–6 Sep 2001 (Sun–Thu) Natal, Brazil
Council 3–7 Mar 2002 (Sun–Thu) Bled, Slovenia
GA 30 Aug – 3 Sep 2002 (Fri–Tue) Montreal, QU, Canada
Council 2–6 Mar 2003 (Sun–Thu) Portugal
GA 31 Aug – 4 Sep 2003  (Sun–Thu) Bilbao, Spain
GA 11–15 Sep 2004 (Sat–Wed) Jerusalem, Israel

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE AND WORKING GROUP MEETINGS
TC1 Jul 2001 Crete, Greece
WG1.2 Jul 2001 Vienna, Austria
WG1.4 Jul 2001 Amsterdam, the Netherlands
TC2 1–2 Jun 2001 San Miniato, Italy
WG2.1 10–14 Sep 2001 Ameland, the Netherlands

Jun 2002 Dagstuhl, Germany (tentative)
Mar 2003 Stony Brook, NY, US (tentative)

WG2.4 1–2 Jun 2001 San Miniato, Italy
Apr 2002 Cape Town, South Africa

WG2.5 2002 Portland, OR, or Washington, DC, US
2003 Austria

TC3 28 Jul 2001 Copenhagen, Denmark
15–16 Feb 2002 France

WG3.1 30 Jul 2001 Copenhagen, Denmark
2002 Dortmund, Germany

WG3.2 29 Jul 2001 Copenhagen, Denmark
8 Aug 2002 Florianopolis, Brazil
2003 Sydney, Australia

WG3.3 30 Jul 2001 Copenhagen, Denmark
2003 Finland

WG3.4 29 Jul 2001 Copenhagen, Denmark
2003 Finland

WG3.5 2 Aug 2001 Copenhagen, Denmark
Jul 2002 France

WG3.6 1 Aug 2001 Copenhagen, Denmark
Aug 2002 Montreal, QU, Canada

WG3.7 3 Aug 2001 Copenhagen, Denmark
Jul 2002 Helsinki, Finland

TC5 15 Jun 2001 Geneva, Switzerland
Oct 2001 Budapest, Hungary

WG5.7 26 Aug 2001 Aalborg, Denmark
WG5.10 28 Sep 2001 Geneva, Switzerland
TC6 6–7 Oct 2001 Zurich, Switzerland
WG6.7 5 Sep 2001 Espoo, Finland
WG6.8 9 Aug 2001 Lappeenranta, Finland
TC7 23–27 Jul 2001 Trier, Germany
WG7.4 23–27 Jul 2001 Trier, Germany
TC8 20–22 Jun 2001 Salzburg, Austria

23–24 Aug 2002 Montreal, Canada
WG8.2 Jul 2001 Boise, ID, USA

Dec 2002 Barcelona, Spain
WG8.4 Jul 2001 (tentative) Salzburg, Austria
TC9 24–25 Aug 2002 (tentative) Montreal, QU, Canada
WG9.1 16 Sep 2001 Bonn, Germany
SIG9.1.1 Oct 2001 (?) Bremen, Germany (?)
WG9.2 7–8 Jul 2001 Linköping, Sweden

19–20 Jan 2002 Namur, Belgium
Jan 2003 Namur, Belgium

WG9.3 Apr 2002 US
WG9.4 29–31 May 2002 Bangalore, India
WG9.5 Oct 2001 Bremen, Germany
WG9.6 17 June 2001 Bratislava, Slovakia
TC10 10 Sep 2001 Brasilia, Brazil
WG10.4 4–8 Jul 2001 Stenungsunds Baden, Sweden

20–24 Jan 2002 Saint Johns, Virgin Islands, US
26–30 Jun 2002 North Carolina, US

WG10.5 10–15 Sep 2001 Brasilia, Brazil
3–5 Dec 2001 Montpellier, France

TC11 10 Jun 2001 Paris, France
WG11.5 15 Nov 2001 (in conjunction with conf.) Brussels, Belgium
TC12 7–9 Aug 2001 Seattle, WA, US
TC13 8 Jul 2001 Tokyo, Japan
WG13.5 14 Jun 2001 Glasgow, UK

This information is furnished to the Newsletter by the Secretariat.  Will TC and WG chairs kindly keep the Secretariat
advised of the dates and locations of their future administrative meetings and also send a copy of the minutes to the
Secretariat.

Some meetings are scheduled in conjunction with Working Conferences, for which the conference dates are listed. •

New IFIP Books

The following IFIP books have been published since
April:

Architecture and Design of Distributed Embedded
Systems, edited by B. Kleinjohann (DE), Kluwer Aca-
demic Publishers, Hardbound, ISBN 0-7923-7345-6,
April 2001, 248 pp., EUR 165.00

New Trends in Optical Network Design and Model-
ing, edited by Alexandros A. Stavdas (GR), Kluwer
Academic Publishers, Hardbound, ISBN 0-7923-7355-
3, April 2001, 296 pp., EUR 149.00

Global Engineering, Manufacturing, and Enterprise
Networks, edited by John P.T. Mo (AU), Laszlo Nemes
(AU), Hardbound, ISBN 0-7923-7358-8, April 2001,
512 pp., EUR 230.00

Communications and Multimedia Security Issues of
the New Century, edited by Ralf Steinmetz (DE), Jana
Dittmann (DE), Martin Steinebach (DE), Kluwer Aca-
demic Publishers, Hardbound, ISBN 0-7923-7365-0,
April 2001, 440 pp., EUR 202.00

Trusted Information: the New Decade Challenge, ed-
ited by Michel Dupuy (FR), Hardbound, ISBN 0-7923-
7389-8, May 2001, 504 pp., EUR 201.00

Realigning Research and Practice in Information Sys-
tems Development: The Social and Organizational Per-
spective, edited by Nancy L. Russo (US), Brian
Fitzgerald (IE), Janice I. DeGross (US), Hardbound,
ISBN 0-7923-7420-7, July 2001, EUR 192.00

Technical Committee chairs are reminded to send in-
formation about non-Kluwer IFIP books to the Secre-
tariat and the Newsletter editor.  •


